Fact file

	Name
	Commius the Gaul

	Information
	A noble of the Gaulish Atrebates tribe from Brittany. 
He became an aide of Julius Caesar sometime during AD56?, accompanying him on both of his expeditions to Britain, where in 54BC he was instrumental in persuading the British king Cassivellaunus to come to terms. In 51BC, however, he joined forces with other Gaulish leaders in an attempt to relieve Vercingetorix during the siege of Alesia. 
His Atrebatean regiment along with all the other Gaulish relief forces were soundly repulsed by Caesar. The following year, realising that there would be no escape from Caesar's retribution, he came to terms with his Legate, Marcus Antonius, and offered some of his own family as hostages. Still not satisfied that he could trust Antony, he later fled to Britain and vowed never to set eyes on a Roman again. He founded a dynasty among the existing Belgic Atrebatean settlers, possibly first at Noviomagus, then later moving to Calleva. 
In c.30BC there appeared the very first inscribed British coins, the name COMMIOS appearing on the obverse, and featuring a triple-tailed horse on the reverse. Recent numismatic evidence suggests that the staters inscribed COM COMMIOS were among the first to be issued. This suggests that Commius the Gaul, former friend of Julius Caesar, was succeeded by a son also named Commius who produced the inscribed coinages. 


